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easily conceive with what security we should venture upon
the ocean, m a state of war, when all the harbours of the
continent afforded shelter to our enemies. If the French
privateers from a few obscure creeks, unsupported by a
fleet of war, or at least not supported by a navy equal to
our own, could make such devastations in1 our trade as en-
abled their country to hold out against the confederacy of
almost all the neighbouring1 powers; what, my lords, might
not be dreaded by us, when every ship upon the ocean
should be an enemy, when we should be at once overborne
by the wealth and the numbers of our adversaries; wherr
the trade of the world should be in their hands, and their
navies no less numerous than their troops.

I have made this digression, my lords, I hope not wholly
without necessity, to show that the advantages of preserving
the equipoise of Europe are not, as they have been some-
times conceived, empty sounds, or idle notions ; but that
by the balance of one nation against another, both the
safety of other countries and of our own is preserved;
and that, therefore, it requires all our vigilance and all
our resolution to establish and maintain it.

That there may come a time in which this scheme will
be no longer practicable, when a coalition of dominions
may be inevitable, and when one power will be necessarily
exalted above the rest, is, indeed, not absolutely impossible,"
and, therefore, not to be peremptorily denied. But it is
not to be inferred, that our care is vain at present, because,
perhaps, it may some time be vain hereafter; or that we
ought now to sink into slavery without a struggle, because
the time may come, when our strongest efforts will be
ineffectual.

It has, indeed, been almost asserted, that the fatal hour
is now arrived, and that it is to no purpose that we endea-
vour to raise any farther opposition to the universal mo-
narchy projected by France. We are told, that the nation
is exhausted aud dispirited; that we have neither influence,
nor riches, nor courage remaining ; that we shall be left to
stand alone against the united house of Bourbon; that the
Austrians cannot, and that the Dutch will not, assist us;